
 

 

External Committee 11th January 2021 
Flowering Cherry Tree 

 
 
A resident approached Cllr. Sue Ferguson to say she would like to plant a flowering Cherry Tree on 
the corner of Smallhythe Road (at the junction of the A28) West Cross.  The resident wanted to know 
the procedure for this to happen and how she could pay for this; obtain permissions; and provide 
ongoing support for the tree.  
 
Cllr. Mrs. Ferguson had informed the resident that approval would come from Kent Highways, 
however, the resident was keen to ask the Town Council for approval and to gauge support.  The 
resident stated that this tree would look beautiful and help lift the West Cross end of the Town 
during the year.  
 
The resident was approached for further details and stated that “the tree is a Malus Floribunda, 
otherwise known as a crab apple. It is a small tree which would take several years to get to full 
height (maybe 15’) can be pruned, bare in winter, depending on the weather it has lovely red buds in 
April which open up to apple blossom in May with lots and lots of flowers. Depending on the style of 
the tree purchased it could be more weeping or more spreading. It is not an upright tree, more like 
umbrella shaped.  
 
The tree’s position would be on the same side of the road as the Christmas tree – perhaps about 20’ 
away from this – it wouldn’t block the view from the houses or block the view of any traffic. 
However, if a slightly different position is required this would not be a problem.” 
 
It should be noted that investigation would need to take place on whether there were any 
underground utilities situated in the position. 
 
If the tree was small enough, the Town Council’s Maintenance Team could carry out the installation. 
 

Proposal: To consider supporting the resident’s proposal and the level of the Town 
Council’s involvement, particularly in respect of investigations. 
 
 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : None 
Budgetary Impact  : Minor as resident paying for tree.  
 


